TEE GAPK VERDE ISLANDS IN ALLIED

The Cape Verde Islands, lying only 480 miles
due west of Daeker, commsnd sea-lanes and air-routes vital
to inter-allied supply. Their relation to West Africa and
South Americae is snalogous to thet of the Azores t¢ Europe
end North America.

Shipping routes around the Cape of Good Hope to
Britein, shipping routes from South AmericaxtgiBritaig;‘:~4:
sir routes from Britain to South Africa, air routes from
both Britain und the United States across Africa-- agll these

pass close to the Cape Verdes, within striking distance of

the formiduble Vichy outpost at Dakar.

Y¥nemy submerines would find in the Islands an
sdesl bmse for mttecks on Allied shipping. Enemy bombers
u8 well sould wreek hevoe from the excellent fields already
sveileble.  Three of the Islands nearest Africa (Sal, Seo
Tizgo, end Mzio) possess first-cless airfields, uncil
recantly useC by Lati end Alr France. Two of these fields
on Lel 1slsna) own rocommocate even the heaviest military

Ynne figlas aonle he annstwiatad without much

1T aulty o cyoenge,
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In the event of hostile occupation, our ¥ital
air route from Brazil across Africa, by which we supply
the BEritish and the Russians, would be directly exposed .
to attack. In like manner, the British Alternate Air Route,
by way of Bathurst to Khartum and the Far East, would be
imperiled.

Occupation of the Islands would be a relatively i
easy metter. Portuguesé reinforcements and armements
heve been only recently sent and are probably not formidable.
No rezl resistance is to be expected from the population,
whiey is et present racked by famine.

But the Islends would be easier to teke than to
hold. Deker has been heavily fortified and manned, and
ihe Fremch heve ot recently constructed a number of
virfieles in Gest Africs. 4xis forces, if in control of
sekur, woule be muech nearer the Cepe Verdes than would
fmeriean or British forces. They could, therefore, leunch

uenvy sitaeks by bLoth wir und sea.

Hence wny wction by Americans or British must be
wa0€ in full fovee, sng should be part of a larger opera-

tion egeinst Dryer, Yo hole the lslanos egainst hostile
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forces on the African Coast would be hopeless. The
occupation must be viewed in connection with the whole
West African problem. On the soclution of this problém
depends the outcome of the Battle of the Atlantic and
the maintenence of our supply-lines to the Near East,

Soviet Russisn and even the Far East.
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01 CGolonel Donovan Noveuber 14, 1941

FROE: Tumer H. deBaine

dttsched hereto is the final report of
e oret 3 of our inte:view with

The follewing is our = .
o ewing is our u praisal of his cualitiee as an in-

Br. "llchalskl is 2 high-grade, intelligent
qducwt@d man, whose a-iniom of general con-
Gitionms and trends may be fiven some weight
but ~ho is not n close observer or accurﬁte,
reporier of detnil. For a man ho h-d spent
;4 months in Dakr he could rive :urnrisingly
Tew 5v:o§fi* Tacts, although I believe that
lack of ¢ first-clszss interpreter v s rartly
to Blwmse . flthoigh h amint ined - SQémingly
otfectic ¢ ltituce, ue was very norvous, and
tre impoesslon 1 got from his wholw sto;y wAg
Lhet - «i¢ nrt taing mueh o the dritish, st
de sL 2o Ter e Jakey 45 ~oncerncd, ’

furneyr H, denaine
crinl isiistuant

‘ “ non ghwgrwag ;nd

Ee WO eV, nomy arinton
he f: onot o 0 3iriec milit';y 0bsfrer. I’
nrged 1w bume FoUus sUestions which o military
BRrerver caule © v anry red with ¢« oLa2e. e
?muiéﬂﬁai, ! 8o 1o beliove " is epti to ot
L Sefehire JOPCRE ABO CETSnBes aun Lo relied
on.  Farthermore, I ¢o not e ligve et hig
hgr:u&iﬁg #a; < riences cooralt him to pake “n
sBieetlve 268t (e ! the morsle of the vefen-
ig?ﬁ. ~T§Z g nerditder gres . ith other
i;fe;i;;.:fﬁi gfrtgi h.' se rd dbut ne does not

oo

:'i Wor L le nor
1) ‘usistant
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Colonel Donovan R Hovember 14, 1941

e, ¥iohzlski has on 18 year old son who was with him the

entire tize in Dugar, went to high school th.re and had

many frisnug amony the Franch boys. lr. Zoltowski believes
%t he could give many details his father could not. Do

1
you thing 1t would be worth while to bring hiw down to
vaehnington for an inlcrview?

1 meliewe £ oule be extresmely helprful to have a guestion

amd answer shorthand rerorter avallsble for future impor-
tant Intervier g bere. Tould you 1lik  re to asrrange for this?

T.ilkeB.
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